First Churches Worship in

December
* December 4: OCry Out! -
a faithful response to
child sexual abuseO with
Pastor Mark and Becky
Lockwood.

December 11: Christmas
Pageant with the
Sunday School

December 18: OGod with
Us - Preparing a place in
our hearts and homesO

December 24: Candles and
Carols for Christmas

Eve Bservice is at 7:30,
but arrive early for

special prelude music

December 25: ODoing
Christmas Right : more
lessons and carolsO

* Note: The Hot
Chocolate Run for Safe
Passage is Dec. 4 and
downtown will be
difficult to navigate.
Please plan to arrive
early for worship.
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The Giving Tree

Each year in the Christmas season, the Missions
Board selects a local charity through which we
can show the love of Christ by helping our
neighbors in need. This year, we are working
with Grace House, a program that aids mothers

in recovery and their children. On the small CONTENTS:
Christmas tree in Lyman Hall, we have hung

paper ornaments, each of which has the name of AnnoulnczeArfn5e r;tsé
a mother or child and a selection of gifts from Pastor®s
his or her “wish list.” You can participate in Message 3
this ministry by selecting an ornament,

purchasing a gift from the list, and returning the | Sunday
unwrapped gift with the ornament attached, on School 6

Sunday, Dec. 18th. We are grateful for the

church’s ongoing generosity and we hope that Doing our Best

D . .. for Kids 8
you find your participation in the Giving Tree !
Project a blessing in this Christmas season. Pull out
Calendar 9

Hanging of the Greens

Saturday, December 10, 2011

Please join us for this joyous First Churches Tradition that dates back to when Betty
McKown was a little girl and even before that!

10:00 AM D Meet at the home of Ned, Carol, and Laura Judd, 372 Audubon Rd, Leeds

to pick laurel. Hot coffe

e and brunch follows our outdoor adventure.

1tOs important to please dress warmly with waterproof footwear.

Please call Carol Judd 584-9641 or 530-1723 for more info or

directions.

12:30 PM B Set up for Laurel Weaving in the basement of the church.

1:00 PM B Weave the laurel garland to the sound of Christmas carols.

Help is needed !

An hour or a half hour commitment is welcomed. Or come to learn how to
weave D itOs fun.

Please call Marcia Kennick at 584-1511 to sign up! There’s more info. on Pg. 7
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The Christmas Star Lights

This Advent and Christmas season we will light the
Christmas Star on the clock tower . Anyone who
would like a bulb le tin memory or honor of
someone or some event, please senda $5.00
donation by December 1 2t to the church office or
in the collection plate.

All proceeds will be donated to
The PastorOs Family Fund .

PLEASE CLIP OR COPY TO PROVIDE INFORMATION:

Given by:

In memory/Honor of (circle one):

First Night Volunteering

Here's a great opportunity

Night and act as a host for First
Churches:

Volunteer for First Night
four hour shift - (ask to work at First
Churches venue) and get a free First

Night Button.

www.firstnightnorthampton.org/volunteer/

to enjoy First

-sign up for a

COMPASSIONATE LISTENING

Can those who are deaf hear through
an other's ears? Can those who are
blind see through an other's eyes?
Can persons who are dead -blind feel
through an other's hand and heart?
Like Helen Keller could with
Annie Sullivan?

Come to a 2nd-hour program
Sunday, Jan.15, 2112, on
Compassionate Listening. Yael
Petretti, who has a BA in
Internat ional Relations and has

worked with groups in Israel &
Palestine, will show a filmt  hat
presents personal stories  from
people on all sides of the
Palestinian/Israeli conf lict. She
will also moderate discussion
afterwards.

As Yael says, "Compassionate
Listening is the practice of
cultivating compassion for th ose
on all sides of a conflict , inclu -
ding ourselves, and learning to
retain our spiritual and emotion -
al equilibrium,  especially when
emotions are running high. Itis
the bedrock skill for all healing
work, even in our own families."

Presented by the Peace & Justice
Committee.

they last!

with Atkins!

Atkins Gift Cards on Sale at Coffee Hour!
$25 Atkins gift cards ($1000 worth) are available for purchase, while
These cards, along with Stop & Shop, Big Y, and River Valley
Market gift cards, are sold to the church at a discount and have
generated at least $2500 for our church every year since 2005.
are sold at the back of Lyman Hall during Coffee Hours by Ki m
Gerould, Harriet Wilson, Peg Whitham and Carol Judd.

Special Thanks to Jonathan McMahon for negotiating this arrangement

Cards
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OOccupyO Faith and Advent
Reflections from your Interim Pastor, Rev. Mark Seifried

Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees, who write oppressive statutes,
to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right,
that widows may be your spoil, and that you may make orphans your prey. ~ Isaiah 10:1-2

The protesters have been run off. The encampments have been dissembled. The OOccupy Wall
StreetO movement has fanned the flames of revolution. David Entin has preached about the
biblical mandate for the church to be engaged in this movement. | agree. The prophets and

Jesus have said that we must be witness es who expose injustice. We must do more than just
talk, though.

IOIl admit that | have struggled with this movement. | wholeheartedly concur with the premise

of helping the most vulnerable, but | have wondered about the focus: to bring down the rich

and the powerful. My quandary is two -fold. First, I think that the focus of the church should

be on building up the weak and the downtrodden, and not bringing down anyone. Second, the
problem has more to do with those who legislate than it does corporat e executives.

Look at the biblical citation above. Isaiah takes issue with those who make the laws that rob

the poor B not with those who have benefit  ed from the laws. This is a systemic problem that
points to Washington, D.C. more than it does Wal | Street. Senators and Congressional
Representatives should be shouldering more of the blame because they have b een cajoled by
special interests to create the laws that favor the rich. Thus, the American political system has
been corrupted.

This is no t a new problem. We might hearken back to Mr. Smith Goes to Washington to discover
that the movie was highlighting political graft of the mid -20th Century. Or we might look back
10,000 years to the time Isaiah wrote his prophecy. Politicians have been h eavily influenced by

those with the deepest pockets for as long as humanity has been OcivilizedO to the point of
governance.

| hope that, as the Occupy Wall Street movement gets more organized, it will name the victim it

is trying to support through the p rotests. In my mind it should be the American worker who

works three jobs and still does not make enough to pay for rent, utilities and groceries Pnot to
mention have enough money left for health care. This should be where the church is exerting

its inf luence Bto build up those without power and influence. 1 also think we should Ooccupy
Washington, D.C.O with legislators who will pass laws that lift up the working poor and people
with disabilities . Our vote carries far more power than encampments.

More than that, | think we should be prayerful and hold fast to our ancient faith. Advent is

about waiting and longing for God to break into the affairs of the world, to help right the

wrongs. Advent is the time when we beckon God to level the playing fiel d so that all people can
realize the fullness of GodOs abundance.

As we pray and as we wait, we need to keep working in solidarity with the poor. We need to

advocate for those whose voices are not being heard. We might pray: OCome, Thou Long

Expected J esus. Set Your people free.0 We need Advent faith ~ Dthat worships a God who

expects us to do good for those who live on the margins. We need a God who understands

what itOs like to be born in a barn to unwedded peasant parents and to die hanging naked ona
cross. May we pray and act for peace on earth D deep peace for all.

DEEP PEACE TO ALL.
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A POST-SCRIPT ON “OCCUPY CHURCH”

After the inspiring  Dccupy Wall Street  Oservice on November 27 and DavidOs brilliant
message, buttons were passed out that read: @Dccupy Church. O There is a movement in
the progressive church to reclaim the biblic al mandates as set forth by Jesus and the
prophets. The @ccupy Church Omovement is making the following demands:

~ The creation of a culture of peace rather than war.

~ The value of people over profits.

~ Equal rights for all people, not just the majorit y.

~ The protection of the environment before the corporate bottom line.

~ Healthcare as a civil right for all, not just the wealthy.

~ The same quality of justice for the poor as for the rich.

May it be so, with the grace and help of God!

Pastor Mark Secifried, Interim Minister
email: seifried@charter.net
Home: 508-852-0961 Cell: 774-262-4070

And we’re getting involved in the Occupy Movement!

During the talk -back session following the  November 27 sermon o n Occupy Wall Street
church members decided they wanted to march  to the Bank of America branch across the
street after the worship service  on Sunday, Dec. 4. The theme is: (People of Faith
Demonstrate Solidarity with the Concerns of the Occupy Movement. O

Signs are prepared. People from other faith communities are invited to join us. We want to
demonstrate how the ever -widening gap between the rich and the poor and the increasingly
corrupt relationship between corporate wealth and the government viol ate the Biblical
mandate to care for the poor and bring justice to God® world.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN NEWS

Your Capital Campaign Committee is still at work. We continue to look for alternative
ways to fund our debt.

If anyone would like to give to the Capi  tal Campaign Oin Honor ofO or Oin Memory ofO
someone and have the gift listed in the Bu lletin, just as we do flowers,  you can do this by
making your check payable to the First Churches Capital Campaign. In the memo of the

check write OIn Honor ofOand the personOs name or Oln Memory of Oand the personOs name.
We will start a weekly listing.

We’ve gratefully received donations recently from:
~ Betty McKown in memory of her husband, Ken McKown and
~ Marcia Kennick in memory of her father, Ken McKown.
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The Board of Trustees Needs YOU!!!

During a walk -through of the first floor (only the beginning, of course) it became apparent

to members of the Board of Trustees that there are spaces in our building which are in

need of cleani ng up and/or more efficient organiz ation . Kevin Mulligan, our sexton, is only
part time; so, understandably , he is unable to get to all the places all the time and Trustees
feel he could use a Olittle help from his friends .0 We are hoping to form small  groups of
people who are willing to give a few hours of their time over the next few months to this

effort.

The Board is looking for people to participate in the Volunteer Work Party groups listed
below:

* Lyman Hall Work Party

* Kitchen Work Party

* Parlor/H andicapped Bathroom/Stairwell Work Party

* Sanctuary/Narthex Work Party

If any one is interested in signing on for one or more of the above listing, please contact
Peg Whitham at pncwhitham@concast.net or 413 -586-2531.

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE

Greetings! Here is a brief update from the Search Committee. If you have any questions or
would like additional information, please feel free to seek out any Search Committee
member (listed below).

We have begun to review ministerial profiles from candidates interested in being considered

for our settled pastor position. As of Thanksgiving, we've received over fifty profiles , and the
Committee has thoroughly reviewed nineteen. By the time this Messenger is published , we
will have reviewed a total of  thirty -five. So far, the profiles are from many different states -

from Maine to California, and the majority are from women. We expect to receive many

more profiles and will be reviewing them for at least another month b efore moving on to the

next step. In the meantime, we will continue to keep you informed of our progress.

Thank you for your support and prayers!

David Entin Ann Rasmussen Gordon Pullan
Sue Stone Barbara Parsons Angie Montalvo -Greene
Sandy Hoover Laura Judd Janice Francis

~ ENVIRONMENTAL COVENANT ~

We are an Environmentally Covenanted Church and promise to lift up and
care for God’s earth through what we do in worship, education, individual
and congregational lifestyle choices and in our church’s community,
national and global involvement.
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During the month  of December, the children of the Sunday School will prepare and present
their annual Christmas Pageant. This year we will share ORadio JOYO with the congregation
during the worship service on December 11. This pageant shares the Christmas story
through s ong and narration in the form of a radio show. Angels, Shepherds, Kings, Mary,
Joseph, and the Congregation all take part. There will be two additional practices for the
pageant on Saturday Dec. 10 at 3:30 and on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 9:00.

On Sunday, Dec. 18, we will return to our regular class format. Thank you to all of the

people who have made it possible to offer lessons to two different age groups, especially to

Judy Sherman and Becky Lockwood who share the teaching responsibility for our students

in Grades 4 -6. In order to allow this offering to continue, we need volunteers from our
congregation who are willing to spend one Sunday every 6 -10 weeks helping to supervise in
our Sunday School. No special preparation or experience is necessary. Please contact
Cindy Naughton if you are willing to join us every few months to help in this capacity.

Thank you to Marion van Arsdell, Marty Catuogno, Ann Rasmussen, Donna OOMeally, Lora
Wondolowski, Francie Riddle, Bill Childs, Jenny Urff, Alison Bent, Tipha reth Ananda, Leslie
Skantz, Cathy Felton, Aime and Chris DeGrenier Clarke, Jonathan McMahon, Tom

Naughton, Jonathan Naughton, and all of the adults who have assisted in our Sunday

School during the first part of our church year. We hope that many more mem bers of the
congregation will join us.

The Sunday School children will join with the Board of Missions to help sponsor the OGiving
TreeO project. We hope that many of our Sunday School families and members of our
congregation will participate by selectin g a tag from our OGiving TreeO and purchasing the
item listed on the tag for a family in need this Christmas season.

There will be no Sunday School program on December 25 or January 1. There will be an
intergenerational worship service on those days fo r families to attend together. We will
resume our regular lessons on January 8 with the observance of Three Kings Day.

Submitted by Cindy Naughton, Director of Christian Education

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
The youth group will meet on December 11 from 2:00 to 6:00 at the First Churches along
with youth from Edwards Church. We will be making and decorating cookies for Smith
College students. When baking is complete, we will go caroling at local residences. Friends
are always invited to join in the fun!
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Hanging of the Greens 2011

Please join us for festivity and fun as we celebrate the Hanging of the Greens at First
Churches.

All are welcome to attend any part of the day or the entire event. It is a wonderful
community event for all ages. Here is the schedule for December 10, 2011.

10:00 Meet at the home of Ned, Carol, and Laura Judd to pick laurel

1:00 Meet at First Churches to weave the laurel into garlands

4:00 Pageant rehearsal for the Sunday School in the Sanctuary

4:45 Hanging of the Greens in the Sanctuary

5:30 Carol Sing in the Parlor led by Dana Pasquale, Minister of Music ,
Cider and cookies in Lyman Hall organized by the Board of Christian Education

PREVENTING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

The Massachusetts Rural Domestic and Sexual Violence Project, and Everywoman’s Center is
hosting an engaging upcoming workshop addressing the needs and safety issues of domestic
and sexual violence survivors in faith communities in Hampshire and Franklin Counties. The
workshop is designed to support lay leaders in addressing domestic and sexual violence in their
congregations and will be held at Smith College in Northampton, MA on January 11, 2012 from
6:00-8:30 pm.

The Reverend Anne Marie Hunter and Alyson Morse Katzman of Safe Havens Interfaith
Partnership Against Domestic Violence will facilitate these trainings, and Lundy Bancroft and
Joan Tabachnick, national experts on domestic and sexual violence, will also present.

The training is free of charge. Deadline to register is January 5, 2012. To register, Call Amy
Waldman at (413) 586-7525 x3142 or via email at amy.waldman@state.ma.us.

Please keep Manny in your prayers and as you do so, feel
free to write:

Manuel Pintado, DC #K81911

Dorm G1211U

Central Florida Reception Center

7000 H C Kelley Rd.

Orlando, FL 32831-2518

~ STATEMENT OF WELCOME ~

We, the members of The First Baptist Church of Northampton and the First
Church of Christ in Northampton, together known as the OFirst Churches,O
invite into our fellowship and membership all persons who love God and
accept Jesus Christ as their Savior, without regard to such differences as
race, ethnicity, age, gender, ability, sexual orientation, economic status,
marital status, level of education, o r any other difference that may be
misunderstood as a barrier to Christian fellowship. We further welcome all
who seek God, and we express our sincerest hope that in fellowship with the
community of faith they may find the answers for which they se arch.
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“Doing our Best for our Kids”

Holiday Traditions that Honor the True Meaning of the Season
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The First Churches
Christmas Sanctuary Flowers

Please let us know if you would like to dedicate a poinsettia. You can choose
red or white blooms and the cost is $9.50 per plant. Please indicate the quantity and
color(s) on the order form or on your check if you do not use and order form. Also,
please indicate who is giving the plant, who it is in honor or memory of, and whether
you wish to take the plant home or donate it to someone.

All orders and payments must be received by 12/12/11
Given by:

In memory/Honor of (circle one):

Color and Quantity:
Red White

| wish to take plant home:

The staff of
The First Churches of Northampton
Wishes you all a joyous and blessed

holiday Season
Rev. Mark Seifried Interim Pastor
Dana Pasquale Music Director
Giselle Dudley Church Administrator
Cindy Naughton Christian Ed. Director
Kevin Mulligan Church Sexton
Janet Dahlberg Emerita Minister of Music
Office: 413.584.9392 Fax: 413.582.9942

email:firstc hurches@verizon. net
Website:www.firstchurches. org
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The First Churches of Northampton
129 Main Street
Northampton, MA 01060

The First Churches of Northampton
129 Main Street, Northampton, MA 01060

We are a combined church of American Baptist
and United Church of Christ

Worship Service, Sundays at 10:00 A.M., with child care
Children's Sunday school at 10:00 A.M. Everyone 1s welcome!

Website: firstchurches.org
email:

Telephone: 413-584-9392
Fax: 413-582-9942




